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to play in and only need a means of 
amplifying my guitar and voice. So what 
has been my experience of performing 
so far? Well, touch wood, it has certainly 
proven easier to get paid. Not long after 
we arrived here, with a bit of phoning 
around, my wife was informed a bar 
situated in Xixi National Wetland Park 
might need a performer. For the reasons 
I have given, I expected I would be placed 
in a cramped corner of a tiny bar. How 
wrong I was. On arriving at Canal Bar for 
the first time I found a little stage with 
an electric piano on it and an impressive 
PA system blasting out Bob Marley. The 
owner had invested a lot of time and 
money kitting out the place and making 
it look nice, and the enticing selection 
of beers and spirits on offer, combined 
with the overall attractiveness of the 
location, made it a great little find. The 
owner and bar staff were very welcoming 
and I also made a new friend in the form 
of a talented musician named Xiao Shu 
or 'Little Tree' who is quite well known in 
musical circles in Hangzhou because of 
his band The Tree (http://site.douban.
com/littletree/). 

The opinion of the owner at Canal Bar 
was that we, as artists, should be free 
to choose whatever material we liked 
and express ourselves as we saw fit. The 
artistic life of lying on water and tasting 
tea is mentioned on the Wikipedia 
page for Xixi National Wetland Park so 
perhaps there's something in the air 
around these parts. It was pretty free 
and easy down at Canal Bar put it that 
way, especially if one is inclined towards 
the artistic life of lying on settees and 
tasting booze. Alas, like all good things, 
it couldn't last. Many of those traveling 
to this part of the city for a night out 
were often more likely to stop at the first 
karaoke bar they stumbled across rather 
than check out the hidden treasure 
tucked away further up the road. Due I 
suspect to insufficient trade, Canal Bar 
closed down. I feel Hangzhou lost a very 
musically supportive venue when this 
happened and I regret not doing more to 
promote the venue. I'll always remember 
the place with great fondness. It was 
one of the happiest points of my life, to 
arrive in this exciting new city and find 

work doing the thing I most love in such 
a stunning location. I was sad when the 
place closed and I still miss my nightly 
cycles there and back accompanied by 
the sound of bullfrogs croaking away in 
the marshland. 

I didn't remain despondent for long 
however. A kindly soul on the Hangzhou 
web forum called Chris told me of 
a restaurant needing a musician. 
D-Lovee restaurant is located at 188 
Dadou Road along the historic Beijing-
Hangzhou Canal. An extremely stylish 
looking place, 2013 saw the restaurant 
named one of the top 10 places to eat 
in Hangzhou. Sophie, my employer, 
was an invaluable source of knowledge 
regarding which Western songs Chinese 
people are likely to know and I'm still 
benefiting today. Being able to bust out a 
recognizable tune is a useful way to grab 
punters' attention. Towards the end of a 
very enjoyable stint at D-Lovee I received 
a call from the aforementioned Xiao Shu, 
telling me of another restaurant looking 
for performers. 

Despite 
studying 
history at 
university, 
I'd barely 
even heard 
of Hangzhou 
- arguably a 
rather telling 
indictment 
of Western 
education and 
my all round 
ignorance 
towards China, 
considering 
the historical 
significance of 
the city.

NIMO

Nimo, based on the ground floor of In 
Time City mall off Fengtan Road, is 
an Italian restaurant run by a friendly 
fellow known to me as David. Another 

impressive looking place, the restaurant boasts 
a great PA system to match the rather opulent 
looking surroundings and serves some tasty 
grub to boot. I'm happy to report business is 
improving all the time and I hope I've had a 
part to play in that. 
There certainly seems to be more young 
people turning up these days who often stay to 
the end of my set once they finish eating. We're 
hoping, as the weather improves, people will 
be just as likely to drop in for a snack or a drink 
into the late evening rather than simply seeing 
Nimo as somewhere to head for lunch or 
dinner, particularly as there's plenty of outdoor 
seating to take advantage of. 
Nimo is also available to hire for private events. 
As Lee Davies has already expressed in the 
pages of this here magazine, if we want a 
vibrant music scene in Hangzhou, as befits a 
city with such a rich cultural history, we have 
to support people striving to provide live music 
whenever we can.   

For MORE about William 

- To book William please contact him 
at williamgraymusic@gmail.com
- All William's music (mostly free to 
download) can be found at: 
http://williamgray.bandcamp.com/
- If your VPN's working give William 
a 'like' at: 
https://www.facebook.com/
williamgraymusic


